
Welcome to the first eNews update on the Rio Tinto Holden Mine 

Cleanup Project. We appreciate your interest in knowing more about 

our work. The Holden Mine Project is a federally mandated cleanup to 

remediate past environmental problems from the old Holden Mine site 

and prevent future water and soil contamination. While Rio Tinto never 

owned or operated the Holden Mine, we are paying for and managing 

the cleanup as part of the acquisition terms from previous owners.

We’ve made a lot of progress this summer. More than 160 crew members have worked 

on this cleanup project. Here is a brief update of current activities:

Safety
At Rio Tinto, safety is a core value and our goal 

is a zero harm workplace. We are proud to 

report that our crews have worked at the 

Holden Mine for more than two years without a 

single lost time incident. Our team is commit-

ted to maintaining this record throughout 

the life of the project.

Railroad Creek Realignment
A major part of the remediation project is the realignment of 

Railroad Creek near the old Holden Mine. Crews are realigning 

900 feet of the creek to make room for an underground barrier 

wall that will capture and purify contaminated water from the 

old mine tailings, mine portal and waste rock piles. Crews 

recently installed 68 wells to temporarily drain and divert 

groundwater in order to  create a new pathway for the creek. 

In addition to realignment activities, we are doing additional 

work along a one mile stretch of the Creek to prevent erosion 

of the tailings piles. 

Barrier Wall
We are getting ready to build an underground cement barrier wall to separate the old mine 

tailings from the existing creek to prevent any more contamination. To make sure the 

barrier wall is effective, our crews are drilling to determine the depth of the bedrock. They are 

putting bags in the water to push the creek back 

to get better access to the barrier wall construction 

site (see photo). The barrier wall will collect any 

seepage from the old tailings piles. The seepage 

will be diverted to a water treatment plant, 

which will be built later during the project. To 

date, crews have completed the barrier wall 

platform along Tailing Pile #1.

Museum
Demolition of the Holden Mine’s former Portal Museum is finished. Crews are now 

removing debris from the site. The museum will be rebuilt at the end of the cleanup 

project and will house displays documenting Holden Village’s ministry and history 

as well as the mine cleanup.

Howe Sound Mill Structure
Demolition continues and crews are now removing 

materials and making landing pads for the new 

structure. 

 

Dust Control
Dry summer conditions mean crews are working full time to reduce dust from the excava-

tion and other work at the cleanup site. Water trucks are keeping dust levels down along 

the roads and watching for any fire risks at the worksite. 

 

Sprung Structure
Part of the cleanup project entails removing the Holden 

Village garage. Rio Tinto has built a temporary garage or 

“sprung structure” for Holden Village to use during the 

cleanup project until a new permanent replacement 

structure can be constructed. 

Holden Village
Rio Tinto is fortunate to have great neighbors.  We are working closely with Holden Village 

to keep them informed. Our crews hold weekly construction tours to show firsthand what 

progress has been made and to address any concerns.  

Down Lake Construction
Crews continue to make improvements to the barge loading area to tie into the parking lot 

work that was completed in May. Work items include rock-surfacing the yard area, 

improved fencing, stormwater discharge improvements, rebuilt entrance aprons and some 

utility repairs.

For more information visit:
http://www.holdenminecleanup.com
Or call: 509-570-3430 or 801-831-5991.

For questions about potential employment with the Project, please contact 

Robin Jeremiah, Magnus Pacific, at rjeremiah@magnuspacific.com
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ABOUT RIO TINTO 

Rio Tinto's business is finding, mining, and processing mineral resources. Major products are aluminum, copper, 
diamonds, thermal and metallurgical coal, uranium, gold, industrial minerals (borax, titanium dioxide and salt) and 
iron ore. Activities span the world and are strongly represented in Australia and North America with significant 
businesses in Asia, Europe, Africa and South America.


