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Rio Tinto officials say Holden Mine cleanup will 
stimulate economy, improve ecology 

Vince Lovato 

Editor 
 

CHELAN/HOLDEN VILLAGE -- The 

Holden Mine cleanup should bring 
jobs and cash to the area, improve 

water quality and leave Field's 
Point intact, according to Rio 

Tinto officials. 
 

Rio Tinto, an international mine-

management company with 
headquarters in the U.K., will 

guide the estimated $107 million, 
5-year project, said Rio Tinto 

Principal Advisor Dave Cline. 
 

"We've spent a lot of time up there the past three years," Cline said. "We 
don't expect any major design changes." 

 
Intelco is legally liable for the cleanup but the company is completely 

unrelated to Rin Tinto, as was previously reported, Cline said. 
 

JOBS 
Cline expects about 80 workers to stay and work on site at Holden Village 

this year and more than 200 workers in following years. Holden Village has 

enough space to host more than 400 people at any time, Cline said. 
 

The general contractor for 2012 is Magnus Pacific and is expected to host job 
fairs in Chelan and Wenatchee, Cline said. 

 
Contractors will develop two barge ramps one to move workers, equipment 

and supplies between Lucerne, near Holden Village, and two of the so-called 
Three Fingers near Lakeside in Chelan. 
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Rio Tinto officials have a 5-year lease for the middle and easternmost 
fingers with Goodfellow Holdings, a Wenatchee-based land holding company 

that developed the landfills in the 1960s. Goodfellow cannot lease or sell the 
fingers to anyone else during the lease, Cline said. 

 
He expects workers will make some minor improvements to the fingers such 

as graveling and improving access to SR97A. 
 

"We dropped the Fields Point Landing site due to concerns of the neighboring 
residents," Cline said. "There are not a lot of options but this (the Fingers) is 

the best one." 
 

Field's Point resident Roxanna Macheel led the charge to move the landing's 
location elsewhere. 

 

"I feel excited and relieved because I feel like we won," Macheel said. "I feel 
like we were heard and the comments we made mattered." 

 
She said Cline met with her at her Field's Point home to explain why Rio 

Tinto moved the landing to another site. 
 

"He explained what they were doing and seemed like his company is 
community oriented," she said. 

 
The Chelan Basin Conservancy is challenging Goodfellow's legal right to 

create and develop or sell the fingers. 
Conservancy member Tammy Lee Hauge said she could not comment now. 

 
ECONOMY 

Rio Tinto officials will conduct a public meeting from 4 to 7 p.m., April 11, at 

Campbell's Resort. 
 

Once they gather the public information, Rio Tinto officials  
will submit permit applications to the regulatory government agencies, Cline 

said. 
 

The U.S. Forest Service, EPA and the state Department of Ecology are 
overseeing the project and the Yakima Tribe members will act as advisers, 

Cline said. 
 

He said Rio Tinto will not extract materials from the mine. 
 

"Rio Tinto never mined a teaspoon of material at Holden Mine," Cline said. 



 
 

"It is not economically viable to extract copper from that mine. The 

concentration of valuable materials is too low plus the village owns the 
claims to the mine." 

 
Holden Village officials released a public comment in support of the cleanup. 

 
Company officials will conduct an unrequired socioeconomic survey to 

determine what the of the Chelan Valley's financial benefits might be in 
relation to the cleanup, he said. 

 
ECOLOGY 

Federal Superfund officials regulate remediation of projects with major 
environmental impacts but no longer funds them. Cline said Rio Tinto is 

using private money for the cleanup and all related costs including those for 
regulation and permitting. The company will not spend any government 

funds, he said. 

 
The biggest environmental damage comes from a steep pile of mineral 

tailings near the Lake Chelan tributary called Railroad Creek. Tailings are 
materials left over after highly concentrated dirt and gravel are processed 

for the valuable minerals. The tailings have been piled next to the creek for 
decades and wind and water cause the heavy metals - which include copper, 

cadmium, zinc, aluminum and iron - to leech into the water below, Cline 
said. 

 
In a unique and environmentally friendly technique, non of those tailings will 

be hauled from the site, he said. Instead, workers will drastically reduce the 
slope, cover the flatter pile with soil and plant shrubs and trees to enhance 

aesthetics and prevent further leeching. 
 

There are four or five openings to the mine that are partially sealed but 

would allow a determined person access to the dangerous shafts, Cline said. 
The project calls for permanent sealing of all those openings. 

 
WATER TREATMENT AND ELECTRIC PLANTS 

There are other benefits to the project, he said. 
Rio Tinto contractors will build a small hydro-electric plant to create energy 

to build and operate a water treatment plant that will extract metals from 
the water and return the treated water back into Railroad Creek. The 

"sludge" that contains the extracted metals will be stored in specially 
designed containers, Cline said. 

 
Railroad Creek empties into Lake Chelan but it is a very small amount and 

can only improve after treatment, he said. 



 
 

"It will have no impact on the water quality of Lake Chelan," Cline said. 

 
Both plants will stay in operation long after workers finish the primary 

remediation, continually cleaning the water and possibly supplying some 
residual electricity for the village, Cline said. 

 
Rio Tinto's contractor also built a paved road that by-passes the village and 

a bridge across Railroad Creek. Both projects should divert traffic away from 
the village. 

 
Though Rio Tinto is not related to Intelco but is a subsidiary of Alcoa. 

 
HOLDEN VILLAGE 

The Village was originally constructed to house mine workers during mining 
operations from 1938 to 1957, according to the village's website. The mine 

abruptly closed when profitability of copper mining declined, leaving behind 

300,000 cubic yards of waste rock and about 8.5 million tons of mine tailings 
covering about 90 acres. Another issue is toxic water seeping from the mine 

cavity into Railroad Creek, which drains into Lake Chelan. 
 

Since 1962, Holden Village operated as a non-profit Lutheran retreat center 
open to people of all faiths, according to its website. 

 
As remediation work accelerates, Holden will offer off-site events and 

various ways for long-time constituents and visitors to remain in touch and 
involved with the village, the website reads. 

 
(For background stories on the mine cleanup, Holden Village and the Three 

Fingers, visit www.lakechelanmirror.com) 


