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Mysterious email blasts use of Three Fingers for 
barge landing 

 

 

Vince Lovato 

Editor 
 

CHELAN -- A mysterious email sent 

to community leaders condemned 
the use of the Three Fingers as a 

barge landing for the Holden Mine 
cleanup project. The author of the 

email, William Bridges, wrote that 
the Three Fingers destroys the 

"branding" of the Lake Chelan 
Valley if the first thing visitors see 

when they drive into the city is an 

industrial eye sore on the shores of 
the pristine lake. 

 
Hours later, James Urness, 

assistant manager of the barge site 
known as Moonlight Bay, east of 

Lake Chelan State Park, sent a 
mass email claiming his barge is 

the best site available. 
 

"Consider the potential impact that a huge construction yard at the very 
entrance to your beautiful town, located on one of the community's most 

prominent and visual pieces of lake frontage, could have on the tourism 
industry, visitor dependent businesses throughout town and to potential real 

estate buyers and investors," wrote Bridges in a sophisticated email 

presentation complete with an editorial cartoon. 
 

"Don't allow an industrial eye-sore to stand at the gateway to beautiful Lake 
Chelan. Choose the option that best serves the community," Bridges writes. 
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Bridges claims Rio Tinto has a poor record on ecological and labor issues 
around the world and sites such sources as the United Nations and foreign 

regulatory agencies. 
Urness supports Bridges' statements. 

 
"I've read (Bridges' email) and believe it to be outstandingly accurate as to 

the degradation of the Chelan Brand and visitor business that could take 
place due to the Barge terminal being located at the Three Fingers," Urness 

writes. "I also agree that the Three Fingers, while it may be the best option 
for Rio Tinto, definitely isn't the best option for the Chelan Community." 

 
Urness said Field's Point Landing residents contacted him last year when Rio 

Tinto considered building the barge landing there. 
 

"I decided to prepare my site to be available with Chelan County Planning," 

he writes. It subsequently has been available for immediate permitted use 
as a Barge Terminal, since Nov. 10, 2011. It became the option of choice for 

the South Shore Alliance, which was the group that opposed the Fields Point 
Landing proposal. I believe it to be a far superior site..." 

 
Urness claims Courtney Tug and Barge owner Tom Courtney believes 

Moonlight Bay is the best barge landing on the lake. 
 

"If Rio Tinto were acting with the best interests in mind of our community, 
they would also recognize it to be the best location/option," Urness writes. 

 
Urness said the biggest challenge would be limited storage space but that 

could be solved with off-site storage. 
 

"Chelanites are barely keeping their heads above water and cannot afford to 

jeopardize their fragile and highly competitive market share of visitor 
business, which supports our families," Urness writes. "Rio Tinto on the 

other hand is a multi hundred billion dollar company that can handle their 
business requirements. We cannot afford to subsidize Rio Tinto thru favored 

status that allows pursuits that we would not even consider for ourselves." 
Urness goes on to write that Rio Tinto officials exploit communities and 

uses dangerous labor practices. 
 

Rio Tinto, an international mine-management company with headquarters in 
the U.K., will guide the estimated $107 million, 5-year project, said Rio 

Tinto Principal Advisor Dave Cline. 
 

In March, Cline said Rio Tinto already has a 5-year lease for the middle and 



 
 

easternmost fingers with Goodfellow Holdings, a Wenatchee-based land 

holding company that developed the landfills in the 1960s. Goodfellow 
cannot lease or sell the fingers to anyone else during the lease, Cline said. 

 
Rio Tinto officials said the cleanup should bring jobs and cash to the area, 

improve water quality and leave Field's Point intact. 
 

One civic leader said Urness' motives are clearly financial. 
The Mirror asked local officials who Bridges is and no one said they knew. 

The Mirror contacted Cline and will update this story when he can comment. 


