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Judge orders removal of Three Fingers 

 

Vince Lovato 

Editor 
 

CHELAN -- A judge ordered GBI Holdings to remove the controversial Three 
Fingers in a decision that could improve pubic access to, and change the 

look of, a high-profile area of Lake Chelan. 
 

The Goodfellow family, who are GBI's primary partners, built the Fingers 
more than 40 years ago and they became a landmark and object of 

controversy and conjecture ever since. 

 
Chelan Superior Court Judge Lesley Allan's May 30 ruling came in response 

to a suit filed by Seattle Attorney David Mann on behalf of the Chelan Basin 
Conservancy, a group that formed about 18 months ago in response to what 

members consider GBI's desire to develop or sell the Fingers for commercial 
development. 

 
"It's a huge public victory for public access and restoration of the lakeside 

bay," said Conservancy Director Tammy Hague. "That is a huge public 
access point." 

 
The conservancy will remain organized to protect other resources in the 

basin, she said. 
 

Allan charged Mann with writing the formal court order with specifics about 

what the ruling means and how it will be enforced, Mann said. 
 

"In layman's terms, the Three Fingers violate the public right of access and 
use of the lake and the lake shore," Mann said. 

 
POSSIBLE APPEALS 

It will take him about two weeks to return the order but expects GBI 
attorneys to file an appeal. 

 
"My belief is it a sound decision or we wouldn't have brought the case," 

http://lakechelanmirror.com/main.asp?Search=1&ArticleID=6173&SectionID=5&SubSectionID=5&S=1
mailto:editor@lakechelanmirror.com


 
 

Mann said. 

 
An appeal might stretch the case out for months, Mann said. But there would 

still be a ruling on whether Allan's order would be suspended pending the 
outcome of the appeal. 

 
"It's premature to guess on what the next steps are," Mann said. "From a 

legal perspective, this is monumental. I think (conservancy members) are 
ecstatic. This is what they asked for. This is what they've wanted. It's a big 

victory for them and people who live around the lake." 
 

HOLDEN MINE PROJECT 
Rio Tinto, the company charged with conducting the Holden Mine 

restoration, has a 5-year lease in place with GBI to use the fingers as a 
staging area and barge landing. 

 

"At this point, we don't know the affect this ruling will have on our plans to 
use the site over the life of the Holden Mine cleanup project," wrote Rio 

Tinto Principal Advisor Dave Cline. "Whatever we do, we will comply with 
the law. We are looking at all of our options, including using the Chelan Boat 

Company as a site for the barge ramp." 
 

Rio Tinto was negotiating to use the Fingers over the span of the project, a 
period that could be 10 years, Cline said. 

"Our plan was to remove most of the improvements we make at the end of 
the project," Cline said. "We cannot speak to what the owners of the 

property will do after we are finished at the site." 
 

Attempts to contact GBI officials were unsuccessful. 
 

BACKGROUND 

Chelan City Council members council unanimously voted to charge GBI to 
draw up a six-plot plat map that featured 45 cottage-style condominiums on 

the landfill in April, 2011. 
 

Planning Director Craig Gildroy came up with a plan that would have allowed 
for commercial development of the two easternmost fingers while the third 

finger would be developed as a public park and marina. 
 

The conservancy filed an appeal with the city in August and later filed the 
law suit Allan just ruled on. 

 
HISTORY 

Years ago, there was a fourth finger owned by the Gallagher family, who lost 



 
 

a state Supreme Court decision and had the landfill removed. 

 
In the 1960s, Goodfellow Construction, of Wenatchee, contracted to widen 

SR 97A on the south shore and disposed of the sand and rocks in Lake 
Chelan, creating a neat series of fingers. 

 
City officials long claimed the Fingers violated an ancient right-of-way now 

underwater due to the higher lake level since the original road existed. 
 

Stephen and Daniel Goodfellow, who once lived in Wenatchee, now live in 
Hawaii and own GBI Holding and the 8.2-acre fingers. 


