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Intalco representatives: We are not responsible for 
Holden Mine Cleanup 

Cleanup on hold until design is approved 

 
Michelle Lovato 
Staff Writer 
 
Intalco must produce remediation plan 
 
By Michelle Lovato 
Assistant Editor 
 
HOLDEN -- The $107 million Holden Mine cleanup project is at a stand still once again until Intalco 
provides the U.S. Forest Service and Department of Ecology a "design" of exactly what Intalco 
intends to do. 
 
The cooperating governmental agencies moved forward on the Holden Mine Site clean up project 
by issuing its official Record of Decision Jan. 27. 
 
"The remedial action design package will come from Intalco," said Norm Day, the Holden Mine 
Project Manager who works for the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest. "And we expect to 
receive the design package soon; probably within the next couple weeks." 
 
Day said the project cannot move forward until the design is reviewed and approved. Intalco Public 
Relations Representative Josh Wilund said Intalco would not be providing the design. 
 
"Intalco is only associated to this project by name and legal responsibility, through successor 
liability," Wilund said. "Rio Tinto Alcan is responsible for the project, is coordinating all of the 
activities you are referencing and is paying for this project, not Intalco. Alcoa and its Intalco Works 
is a wholly and completely separate entity from Rio Tinto Alcan. While they're connected to this 
project through successor liability, they are not the same, nor is one a parent of the other." 
But authors of the Holden Mine Cleanup webpage disagree. 
 
"The mining company Intalco, a Rio Tinto subsidiary and successor to the original Howe Sound 
mining operation, has agreed to pay for the cleanup," the website said. 
 
At press time, the U.S. Forest Service has not received a design package from Intalco, Rio Tinto or 
any other company claiming to be responsible for the Holden Mine clean up process. 
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Contact Michelle Lovato at 509-682-2213 or lcmreporter2@gmail.com. 
 
RECORD OF DECISION 
The Record of Decision is the formal document stating the selected remedy for the cleanup of 
environmental contaminates at the inactive Holden Mine site located 50 miles north of Chelan. The 
remedy focuses on the cleanup of hazardous substances, at levels toxic to aquatic life, in the mine 
ground water and mine drainage being released into nearby Railroad Creek.  
>  
> "Major construction in Phase I of the cleanup remedy should begin in 2013, and should take two 
years followed by five years of monitoring before Phase II of remedy construction will begin," 
Holden Mine Cleanup Project Manager Norm Day said. 
>  
> The cleanup remedy includes the collection of water discharging from the mine and collection of 
groundwater impacted by the mine, tailings, and waste rock, Day said. Construction of a barrier 
wall and water collection system down slope from the former mining area, and adjacent to Railroad 
Creek will reduce the amount of contaminated water that would otherwise enter the creek. These 
waters will then be treated to remove hazardous substances before being released into Railroad 
Creek, he said. 
>  
> A portion of Railroad Creek will be rerouted to reduce exposure to adjacent tailing piles. Heavy 
equipment will grade and contour the tailing piles and waste rock piles to reduce the risk of erosion 
and slope failure. 
>  
> After reviewing the comments submitted during the public comment period, the Agencies 
included minor changes in the selected remedy, compared to the Preferred Alternative identified in 
the Proposed Plan presented to the public in 2010. 
>  
> The Agencies considered a number of alternatives for the cleanup of the Holden Mine Site. The 
Agencies concluded that the selected remedy is the best option to protect the environment and 
public, while meeting regulatory requirements. 
>  
> Contact Holden Mine Cleanup Manager Norm Day at (509) 664-9304 for more information on the 
cleanup remedy. 
>  
 
 
 

Roxanna and Dave Macheel check in on their progress fighting to keep 
Field's Point Landing bargeless 
Dear Editor, 
The Southshore Alliance is alive and gathering members. Dale and Di Townsan and Dave and I met 
in December to set up a plan of action, which included gathering information through the Freedom 
of Information Act, consulting a lawyer to represent us, beginning the process for filing for non-
profit status, and creating a mailer. This mailer was to both inform residents of the Southshore, and 
also seek donations to support our endeavors to protect the south shore of the lake.  
In January those mailers went out to all property owners on the Southshore and we started to 
receive feedback via phone and e-mails from various home owners as well as donations started to 
trickle in. 
The week before the letter from Bob Sheehan came out, Dave stopped by the Forest Service office 



 
 

and had a chat with Bob Sheehan. The result of that meeting led to the e-mail that was sent out. Mr. 
Sheehan had informed Dave at the time they met about the "good news" and we were hesitantly 
thrilled and excited about it. Receiving the letter a week later and having others tell us they had also 
received the letter confirmed what Mr. Sheehan had told Dave and gave us new hope that our grass 
roots efforts were being rewarded.  
It is exciting to actually start to think that our nightmare could be over, though the little words..."at 
this time" keep us cautious. Our plan is to continue to build the Southshore Alliance and obtain non-
profit status and pay the bills we have made thus far with donations we hope to continue to receive. 
In this way, we will stand ready should anything new begin to take shape. The Southshore Alliance 
position is to maintain and both preserve Field's Point Landing in its current use as a scenic day 
park and the south shore of the lake in its current natural scenic drive. 
I think it took the overwhelming responses from everyone in the community and up the south 
shore of the lake that the USDA and Intalco received for them to see that there was so much 
opposition to their proposal. Many who responded did so with detailed notes on why the proposal 
was a bad idea, and I think that Intalco just hadn't thought through all the issues that were raised, 
particularly the safety and environmental issues. I know for myself, that I did not encounter anyone 
who was in favor of the proposal. Most were not only against the proposal and very upset by it, but 
were willing to take action and put their thoughts on paper or e-mail and send them. 
I have not heard of any potential places, beyond what has been mentioned in previous articles in 
the Mirror. In my own opinion, I still think the best idea is to tear down the unsightly, delapitated 
pier next to where the Lake Chelan Boat Company sits, and have Intalco, a multi-billion dollar global 
corporation, put in a permanent barge landing that could later benefit the community and beautify 
one of the ugliest sites on the lake. This area is zoned commercial and just makes good sense. A win-
win for Intalco and the community. 
We look forward to having another wonderfully beautiful year here at Field's Point, with our 
neighborhood bobcat, two bald eagles that fly by each day, the many deer that love to eat our 
flowers, and the peace and quiet that make this area so special; something last September we were 
afraid was to be a thing of the past. And with the Southsore Alliance, we will continue to work 
towards keeping it a place of beauty for all to enjoy. Thank you for your support. 
Roxanna (and Dave) Macheel 
Field's Point Landing 
 

Barge landing developers find no place 
to park 

FIELDS POINT -- Field's Point residents are breathing a sigh of 
relief and holding their breath simultaneously. 
That's because a letter they received three weeks ago informed 
them that Intalco Aluminum Corporation, the company 
responsible for the physical cleanup of Holden Mine would "re-
evaluate" their "options" for barge-site locations for the 
"temporary" and also permanent barge landing needed to 
transport heavy construction equipment to and from Holden 
Mine in the next five years. 
"After reading the comment, and talking to many respondents, I 
shared the responses with Inalco," said Chelan District Ranger 
Robert J. Sheehan Jan. 20. "I indicated that to move forward with 



 
 

this proposal, it would be necessary to further engage the public 
on this project in order to respond to the many questions and 
concerns that were raised." 
Resident Roxanna Macheel said that though she is thankful that 
Field's Point landing residents' voices were heard, that doesn't 
mean their fight to keep the barge landing site from interloping 
on Field's Point is over.  
Area residents learned of Intalco's desire to build a barge at 
Field's Point Landing just after Memorial Day weekend in 2011 
through a written letter. 
Macheel said the early fall U.S. Forest Service-generated letter 
was issued days after many of the Field's Point residents left the 
area for the winter.  
Intalco and governmental agencies involved in the project 
planned to make a decision about using Field's Point Landing 
before the end of 2011 so they could begin construction on the 
temporary barge in early spring of 2012, weeks before many 
local residents would return to the lake for the summer.  
Macheel and her neighbors band together to make it loud and 
clear they did not want the barge landing in their backyard - 
especially not when several Field's Point Landing residents 
didn't have a chance to express their distain for the project. 
In his Jan. 20 letter, Sheehan confirmed that resident's 
concerned would be explored. 
"Intalco has since reviewed the comments and they understand 
the community's concerns and are re-evaluating their options 
for a down-lake port to support mine reclamation," Sheehan 
said. "Intalco is not requesting me to move forward on Field's 
Point barge landing project at this time. If they do, we will 
contact you and let you know the next step in our process of 
evaluating this location for the requested use." 
Other areas are available for consideration, said U.S. Forest 
Service Holden Mine Remediation Project Manager, Norm Day.  
"There are two other barge landing areas in Manson and in 
Chelan," Day said.  
Intalco used one of the Goodfellow-owned "fingers" on Highway 
97A to move equipment up and down lake last spring, but Day 
said there may be a city-related reason they cannot use that site 
again. 
Intalco Public Relations Representative Josh Wilund said the 
Field's Point Landing issue, finding another location for the 
temporary barge and providing the next step necessary for the 
Holden Mine Remediation project to advance were not Intalco's 
problem.  
Alcoa is the parent company of Intalco. 



 
 

"This is a legacy issue for Intalco, through successor liability," he 
said. "Rio Tinto Alcan, a wholly separate entity is responsible for, 
and is handling the clean-up project." 
Rio Tinto Alcan is owned by parent company, Alcoa. 
"I hope I can still assist you with finding a Rio Tinto Alcan 
project manager or communications representative," Wilund 
said. "Alcoa and its Intalco Works is a wholly and completely 
separate entity from Rio Tinto Alcan. While they're connected to 
this project through successor liability, they are not the same, 
nor is one a parent of the other." 
Meanwhile, Macheel and her neighbors are holding their breath 
about the future of Field's Point Landing.  
"(The Holden Mine Remediation project) is a big project dealing 
with government and global corporations with outside agendas," 
Neighbor, Rita Simmons-Owens said. 
Residents can still chime in on the future of Field's Point as well 
as the Holden Mine Project. 
"This project is still on the USDA website as an open project," 
Simmons-Owens said. "People can sign up to receive alerts for 
updates on these projects." 

 


