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Holden Mine meeting draws job seekers 

 

Michelle Lovato 

Staff Writer 
 

CHELAN -- Rio Tinto officials set up a wall full of posters to help answer 

potential questions at its Holden Mine Cleanup community-interaction 
meeting April 11. 

 
Project manager, Dave Cline echoed the posters' message with a duplicate 

power point presentation he scrolled through one point at a time. But when 
all the explanation was done, and it was time for the public to ask questions, 

Cline was unable to help.  
 

About half of the 72 people who attended the community interaction 

meeting wanted to know how to get a job on the Holden Mine Remediation 
project. 

 
"I just came because I wanted to know how to get a job," said Chelan 

resident Sara Blixt. 
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Project subcontractor, Magnus Pacific accepted applications for laborers, 
heavy-equipment operators, truck drivers and mechanics at two Holden Mine 

hiring job fairs held in Wenatchee on April 12 and 13.  
 

Other attendees asked how explosives would be transported to the job site 
and why the disintegrating "eye sore" dock next to the Lake Chelan Boat 

Company owned at one time by Howe Sound was not being used. 
 

Cline said the Howe Sound dock does not belong to the project, is located 
poorly and doesn't have the accouterments needed for the remediation 

project. 
 

If they are successful in getting the proper permits through the city of 
Chelan, remediation crew members will be using the "Three Fingers" located 

near the Lake Chelan Boat Company for its barge loading and unloading. The 

decision to use the "Three Fingers" came after studying several other area 
locations. 

 
"Holden Mine project requires barging equipment and supplies from a 

downlake location to Lucerne and then trucking them up-valley to Holden," 
Cline said in his talk. 

 
Downlake barge ramp options included Lake Chelan State Park at 25-Mile 

Creek, Field's Point Landing, Manson Old Mill Park, Lake Chelan Boat 
Company property, and the Three Fingers. 

 
Cline said, if successfully permitted, crews, who used the same area during 

their 2011 preparation work, want that property because it allows plenty of 
room for staging equipment and supplies. Improvements will include a 

temporary boat ramp for use during low-lake levels, which will be removed 

at the project's end.  
 

Several meeting attendees spent a considerable amount of time reading a 
series of three "Fiction" and "Fact" posters that answered a collection of 

commonly-heard project rumors. 
 
 

The “Fiction” and “Fact” posters included: 

Fiction: You're cleaning up the Holden Mine so you can go in and mine again. 
• Fact: This is a federally mandated mine cleanup. Rio Tinto has no interest in mining 
the area - and we couldn't even if we wanted to. Holden Village owns the mining claims 
and the Forest Service have removed the surrounding area from any mineral 
exploration. 



 
 

• Fiction: You're going to reprocess the tailings on-site. 
• Fact: Again, this is a federally mandated mine cleanup, not a for-profit business 
venture. It is not economically viable or environmentally sound for Rio Tinto to 
reprocess the tailings. 
• Fiction: Rio Tinto will be hauling tailings and other hazardous materials up and down 
Lake Chelan. 
• Fact: We will be transporting equipment and supplies, including vehicle fuel and 
explosives for blasting rock. These will be managed according to state and federal 
regulations. 
The historic mining waste will be managed on-site. No tailings or waste rock will be 
transported off the mine site. Federal requirements call for a one-time removal of a very 
small quantity - half a barge load or less - of copper concentrate from Holden. This will 
be transported to a certified facility. 
• Fiction: Taxpayers dollars are paying for the cleanup and Rio Tinto is making money. 
• Fact: No taxpayer dollars are being used for the cleanup. Rio Tinto is paying the 
entire cost of this federally mandated $100 million remediation and investing significant 
resources to clean up the mine site and prevent further environmental degradation. 
• Rio Tinto is a for-profit company, but the cleanup is not a for-profit venture. 
• Fiction: Traffic around the Fingers will be a mess. We're going to be dealing with 120 
trucks a day going to and from the barge ramp during the entire cleanup. 
• Fact: This year we expect about five trucks a day traveling to and from the barge ramp 
to load and unload supplies. This will increase to about 10 to 15 trucks per day in 2013 
through 2015. We are currently conducting a traffic study to ensure we manage the 
traffic safely and efficiently for both residents and visitors all year long. 
• Fiction: The Fingers will be off limits to the public during construction - and will likely be 
developed after Rio Tinto is finished using it. 
• Fact: The activity you will see around the Fingers will be similar to what you saw last 
year during our preparatory work. Like we did last year, we will be using the 
easternmost Finger in 2012, and possibly the middle Finger as the project progresses. 
Because there will be a lot of equipment and loading and unloading of the barge we do 
have to restrict access for safety reasons. 
This is not a "back door" to development on the Fingers. Once the cleanup is finished, 
the plan is to remove our improvements from the Fingers. This said, we cannot speak to 
what the owners of the property will do once our lease expires 
• Fiction: The cleanup will make the water quality in Railroad Creek even worse. 
• Fact: We have to be very careful not to stir up sediment during the relocation of 
Railroad Creek. In fact, the agencies have very strict requirements to regulate the 
amount of sediment in the Creek during the cleanup.  
As far was water quality, it will only get better. Right now, Railroad Creek actually meets 
drinking water standards - for people. We will clean it up to ensure that it also meets the 
standards for sensitive aquatic life in the Creek. 


