
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Holden Mine barge shifts to Chelan site 

by K.C. Mehaffey 
April 10, 2012, 11:06 a.m. 

CHELAN — A company cleaning up the Holden Mine site northwest of Chelan has rejected 
Fields Point Landing and two other sites for barging in equipment and materials, and will 
now focus on a spot known as the Three Fingers in Chelan. 

The cleanup — estimated to cost about $100 million — will begin this spring, with most of 
the work scheduled to occur in 2013 and 2014. 

“At this point, we’ve ruled out using facilities at Lake Chelan State Park, Fields Point 
Landing and Manson’s Old Mill Park,” said Dave Cline, Holden Mine project manager for Rio 
Tinto, a multi-national mining company in charge of cleaning up the Holden Mine. 

Finding a barge site has proved to be more controversial than anticipated, he said. Rio 
Tinto will host a public meeting in Chelan on Wednesday to fully explain its latest proposal. 

Since there are no roads to the mine or nearby Holden Village, the company must use Lake 
Chelan to barge in heavy equipment, materials and supplies needed to stabilize and cover 
tailings piles and waste rock, move Railroad Creek, build a water treatment facility and 
construct a barrier wall to collect water from the mine. 

A prior request by the company to improve Fields Point Landing into a barge site was met 
with opposition from people worried about extra traffic on the South Lakeshore Road and 
with other concerns. 

Wednesday’s meeting will explain the company’s new plan to improve one of the manmade 
peninsulas known as the Three Fingers, and use of The Boat Company’s site, where Lady of 
the Lake ferries arrive and depart. Both sites in Chelan city limits, on the lake’s south shore. 

“There’s not that may options to choose from,” Cline said of barging possibilities. He said 
Rio Tinto barged from both properties last year, using the Boat Company ramp when lake 
levels were low. It plans to do the same this year. 

The company will apply for a substantial shoreline development permit to continue 
operating from that site this year, he said. 
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What: Holden Mine cleanup meeting 

When: 4-7 p.m. Wednesday, with 5 p.m. presentation followed by questions 

Where: Campbell’s Resort, Ballroom II, 104 W. Woodin Ave. 

Cline said once the company finishes using the Fingers for barging, it plans to reconstruct it 
to its current condition. He said the permit would not allow owners of the property to 
develop the property in any way. 

“This would be just for the construction project,” he said. “The permit for the Fingers is not 
going to be a back door for development of condos or any other development,” he said. 

Rio Tinto is also developing a traffic study as part of the permit, and hopes to avoid creating 
traffic problems through Chelan by using Highway 97A. 

Cline said the company is not hauling tailings from the mine down the lake. Tailings from 
the mine will be stabilized and remain where they are. He said the company isn’t planning 
to mine the site, or reclaim minerals during the cleanup. “This is not a for-profit operation,” 
he said. 

The company will pay the full cost of cleaning up the site, including oversight costs by state 
and federal agencies. “There is no taxpayer money going toward the cleanup,” he added.  

The Holden Mine was operated by Howe Sound Mining Co., which mined copper, zinc, gold 
and silver there from 1938 to 1957. It left behind about 300,000 cubic yards of waste rock 
and 8.5 million tons of mine tailings on 90 acres. Intalco is the company responsible for 
cleaning up the Superfund site, and through a series of acquisitions and legal transactions, 
Rio Tinto agreed to manage and pay for cleanup, Cline said.  
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