
 
 

 

 

Fields Point on hold as possible barge site 

by K.C. Mehaffey 

 Jan. 26, 2012, 9:02 a.m. 

 CHELAN — A proposal to build a temporary barge at Fields Point Landing is on hold indefinitely 

while the company cleaning up the Holden Mine explores other options, according to the Chelan 

Ranger District. 

Intalco Aluminum Corp. is preparing to begin a massive cleanup this summer at the remote Holden 

Village — which is not accessible by road — and will need to barge equipment and supplies on Lake 

Chelan for at least two years. 

But after residents on Lake Chelan’s south shore raised several issues about building a barge at 

Fields Point, the company decided to reevaluate its options for a barge site farther down the lake, 

said District Ranger Bob Sheehan. 

Sheehan said he received concerns about the company’s proposal from about 80 people, and agreed 

that several of the issues raised should be closely considered before the U.S. Forest Service would 

allow construction of a barge facility at Fields Point Landing — currently a docking site for the Lake 

Chelan Boat Co. 

“The things that I felt would take more information had to do with the number of trucks on the 

South Lakeshore Road,” he said. 

“The whole issue of traffic and safety on the road, and the impact that type of operation would have 

on the summer relaxation aspect of the south shore” are concerns that would need to be more 

closely considered, he said. 

Company officials did not return calls this week seeking comment. 

In its initial request to the Forest Service, the company estimated it would make 270 barge trips per 

year in 2013 and 2014, and 70 trips this year and in 2015. 

That would require an average of 10 to 20 semi-trucks per day traveling to or from Fields 

Point Landing. 

Sheehan said some people concerned about the proposal worried that toxic mine waste would be 

barged down the lake and through their neighborhoods. But if any contaminated material is hauled 

away, it would be well-contained, and would likely be less than a dump-truck sized load, he said. 
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Trucks will carry heavy equipment, building materials and supplies needed to build a water 

treatment plant, cover a tailings pile, move a creek and support the 80 to 120 people working on 

the project, he said. 
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