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Field's Point gets a reprieve 

  
Michelle Lovato 
Staff Writer 
 
 
FIELDS POINT -- Field's Point residents are breathing a sigh of relief and holding their breath 
simultaneously. 
 
A letter they received three weeks ago informed them that Intalco Aluminum Corporation, the 
company responsible for the physical cleanup of Holden Mine would "re-evaluate" their "options" 
for barge-site locations for the "temporary" and also permanent barge landing needed to transport 
heavy construction equipment to and from Holden Mine in the next five years. 
 
"After reading the comment, and talking to many respondents, I shared the responses with Intalco," 
said Chelan District Ranger Robert J. Sheehan Jan. 20. "I indicated that to move forward with this 
proposal, it would be necessary to further engage the public on this project in order to respond to 
the many questions and concerns that were raised." 
 
Resident Roxanna Macheel said that though she is thankful the Field's Point landing residents' 
voices were heard, that doesn't mean their fight to keep the barge landing site from interloping on 
Field's Point is over.  
 
Area residents learned of Intalco's desire to build a barge at Field's Point Landing just after 
Memorial Day weekend in 2011 through a written letter. 
 
Macheel said the early fall U.S. Forest Service-generated letter was issued days after many of the 
Field's Point residents left the area for the winter.  
 
Intalco and governmental agencies involved in the project planned to make a decision about using 
Field's Point Landing before the end of 2011 so they could begin construction on the temporary 
barge in early spring of 2012, weeks before many local residents would return to the lake for the 
summer.  
 
Macheel and her neighbors banded together to make it loud and clear they did not want the barge 
landing in their backyard - especially not when several Field's Point Landing residents didn't have a 
chance to express their distain for the project. 
 
In his Jan. 20 letter, Sheehan confirmed that resident's concerned would be explored. 
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"Intalco has since reviewed the comments and they understand the community's concerns and are 
re-evaluating their options for a down-lake port to support mine reclamation," Sheehan said. 
"Intalco is not requesting me to move forward on Field's Point barge landing project at this time. If 
they do, we will contact you and let you know the next step in our process of evaluating this 
location for the requested use." 
 
Other areas are available for consideration, said U.S. Forest Service Holden Mine Remediation 
Project Manager, Norm Day.  
 
"There are two other barge landing areas in Manson and in Chelan," Day said.  
 
Intalco used one of the Goodfellow-owned "fingers" on Highway 97A to move equipment up and 
down lake last spring, but Day said there may be a city-related reason they cannot use that site 
again. 
 
Intalco Public Relations Representative Josh Wilund said the Field's Point Landing issue, finding 
another location for the temporary barge and providing the next step necessary for the Holden 
Mine Remediation project to advance were not Intalco's problem.  
 
Alcoa is the parent company of Intalco. 
 
"This is a legacy issue for Intalco, through successor liability," he said. "Rio Tinto Alcan, a wholly 
separate entity is responsible for, and is handling the clean-up project." 
Rio Tinto Alcan is owned by parent company, Alcoa. 
 
"I hope I can still assist you with finding a Rio Tinto Alcan project manager or communications 
representative," Wilund said. "Alcoa and its Intalco Works is a wholly and completely separate 
entity from Rio Tinto Alcan. While they're connected to this project through successor liability, they 
are not the same, nor is one a parent of the other." 
 
Meanwhile, Macheel and her neighbors are holding their breath about the future of Field's Point 
Landing.  
 
"(The Holden Mine Remediation project) is a big project dealing with government and global 
corporations with outside agendas," Neighbor, Rita Simmons-Owens said. 
Residents can still chime in on the future of Field's Point as well as the Holden Mine Project. 
 
"This project is still on the USDA website as an open project," Simmons-Owens said. "People can 
sign up to receive alerts for updates on these projects." 
 
Contact Michelle Lovato at 509-682-2212. 


