
 
 

 
 

Company prepares for major Holden 
Mine cleanup 

by K.C. Mehaffey 

  

April 9, 2013, 8:26 a.m. 

Workers this year plan to relocate about one-half mile of Railroad Creek in 

an area where it flows close to mill tailings piles from the old Holden Mine, 

as seen in this photo of the creek taken last summer. 

HOLDEN VILLAGE — The big $100 million push to clean up Holden Mine 

is ramping up. 

Residents may have already noticed a few rumblings of work to accommodate a barge at the Lake 

Chelan Boat Company in Chelan, and at uplake at Lucerne. 

During the height of operations this summer and next, some 200 workers will be stationed at 

Holden Village working on several facets involved in the cleanup project. 

A 50- by 135-foot barge will travel up and down the lake an average of three times a week, carrying 

heavy equipment and materials needed to do the work in this remote site that is not accessible 

by road. 

“It’s a lot of moving parts and pieces,” said Dave Cline, Holden Mine project manager for Rio Tinto, a 

multi-national mining company in charge of cleaning up the site.  

The Holden Mine was operated by Howe Sound Mining Co., which mined copper, zinc, gold and 

silver there from 1938 to 1957. It left behind some 300,000 cubic yards of waste rock and 8.5 

million tons of mine tailings on 90 acres. 

Over the next two summers, Rio Tinto expects to relocate a half-mile of Railroad Creek, which now 

runs past tailings piles, and build a water treatment plant. It will also construct a huge underground 

wall that extends down to the bedrock to divert runoff from the old mine and tailings piles so it can 

be treated. 

What: Holden Mine cleanup information meeting 

When: 4 to 7 p.m. on April 25 

Where: Campbell’s Resort, Chelan 
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The three tailings piles and two piles of wasterock will not be removed, but will be covered 

and stabilized. 

That’s only a taste of the major work to come. 

Cline said Mother Nature plays a big role in how much the company can get done in a summer. 

Possible delays from early or late season snow and from tinder-dry conditions are built into the 

schedule, he said. 

Last summer, snow persisted well into the spring. “It looks like the snowmelt will be sooner this 

year than it was in 2012, so that’s encouraging,” he said, adding, “I couch that because we never 

know what late season storms will do to us.” 

By late summer, the concern changes from snow to fire danger. Cline said restrictions imposed by 

the U.S. Forest Service can require equipment operators to shut down early, or refrain from using 

certain kinds of equipment. Restrictions go through several stages, based on the fire danger. 

Cline said because of those unknowns, it’s still too soon to know if all the major work can be 

completed in two years. “By the end of this year, we should have a better feel for what that looks 

like,” he said. 

For the next month to six weeks, the majority of work will be focused on accommodating the barge. 

About a dozen people are now working on the new barge ramp at Lucerne, and to build a new 

parking lot at the Boat Company, because its current parking lot will be used by the 

barging operations. 

Cline said of the 100 people hired for general construction and the dozen or more who will operate 

the barges, about 60 percent will be from the Chelan and Wenatchee valleys. 

“Our big work will mobilize between May 5 and May 15,” he said. Starting with about 100 workers 

and building to 200, the company hopes to complete this work this summer: 

Develop a rock quarry and sand pit 

Relocate a portion of Railroad Creek next to a tailings impoundment 

Demolish the old Howe Sound Mill structure 

Relocate all of the Holden Village infrastructure affected by the cleanup project 

Prepare the ground for a barrier wall 

Investigate materials that will be encountered in digging for the barrier wall. 

Temporary diversion of Copper Creek 



 
 

Cline said water quality in Railroad Creek and Lake Chelan will be protected during construction. 

He said Rio Tinto is not recovering any metal profits from the rock or tailings piles. 

Also, “We will not be barging any large quantities of hazardous waste down the lake,” he said. 

Cline added that when their cleanup effort is complete, benefits to the environment will be 

noticeable. “We expect a rapid, positive environmental response due to the cleanup,” he said. 

K.C. Mehaffey: 997-2512 

Reach K.C. Mehaffey at 509-997-2512 or mehaffey@wenatcheeworld.com. Read her blog An Apple a 

Day or follow her on Twitter at @KCMehaffeyWW. 
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