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Cleanup project is 'Holden' up traffic 

 
Michelle Lovato 
Staff Writer 
 
CHELAN -- Drivers might face short traffic delays on US97A near the Lake Chelan Boat Company, 
now that Holden Mine cleanup managers must move equipment and supplies to the "plan B" 
storage property.  
 
Rio Tinto officials, who manage the cleanup, moved equipment and supplies stored at one of 
Chelan's Three Fingers to the Lake Chelan Boat Company property after Chelan Superior Court 
Judge Lesley Allan's May 30 decision ordered GBI Holding to remove the controversial Three 
Fingers. 
 
"We had planned to barge a few vehicles and lighter equipment from the Fingers to the mine site 
earlier this month. In light of the judge's ruling, we decided to use the Chelan Boat Company in the 
near term until we determine how the decision will impact our plans," said Dave Cline, Rio Tinto 
Principal Advisor. "This will not delay the project. You'll recall that we have consistently said we 
would use the Boat Company as a backup if necessary." 
 
Cline said project leaders will not rethink previous barge ramp options. 
 
"We have no intention at this point of revisiting the Manson or Field's Point sites for the barge 
ramp." he said. 
"Right now, we are storing our equipment at the Boat Company and will continue to do so until we 
make a final decision." 
 
Allan's decision was prompted by a suit filed by Seattle Attorney David Mann on behalf of the 
Chelan Basin Conservancy, a group that formed about 18 months ago in response to what members 
consider GBI's desire to develop or sell the Fingers for commercial development. 
 
The Goodfellow family, who are GBI's primary partners, built the Fingers more than 40 years ago 
and they became a landmark and object of controversy and conjecture ever since. 
 
"We don't know the effect of the judge's ruling on plans to use the Fingers site over the life of the 
cleanup project. Whatever we do, we will comply with the law," Cline said. 
 
U.S. Forest Service officials gave Rio Tinto permission to continue early preparation efforts for the 
cleanup of the inactive Holden Mine, said Elka Missal, U.S. Forest Service spokesperson. 
 
The work projected for the 2012 field season will include previously approved projects from the 
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summer of 2011, she said. 
 
"Anticipated work projects for this year include Forest Service Road 8301 improvements, erection 
of the bypass bridge, installation of bulkheads on the main haulage and ventilator mine portals, and 
the development of equipment staging areas," Missal said. 
 
The Forest Service, the United States Environmental Protection Agency and the Washington 
Department of Ecology provide oversight for the cleanup's early work projects. 
 
Cline said the cleanup might cause temporary inconveniences but they are not permanent.  
 
"Our use of a down-lake barging facility is for a period of only about four years and is in support of 
an environmental cleanup project that will be of benefit for all citizens in Chelan County as well as 
the State of Washington," Cline said. 
 
Holden Village residents are thrilled. 
 
Besides the perceived benefits of cleaning up the mine, Rio Tinto contractors will build a road and a 
bridge in and near Holden Village. 
 
About 60 cleanup workers moved into leased Village  
housing last week and are working long hours on early preparation efforts to clean up the old 
Holden Mine site, wrote Be-Holden newsletter Editor Mary Koch. 
 
Most noticeable is a new orange safety fence to keep Villagers and animals from ambling down the 
road where heavy equipment is coming through, Koch said.  
 
"Yes, there are some changes and adjustments this year," said Holden Village Co-Executive Director 
Chuck Carpenter. "But we are working with the construction crews to keep safe the Holden that we 
all love." 


