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City gets $490,000 grant to build new library 

 
Vince Lovato 
Editor 
 
CHELAN -- The dream of a new library and 
civic center in the heart of Chelan took a 
half-million step closer to reality May 17 
when the state Department of Commerce 
awarded a $490,000 federal grant to the 
city of Chelan to renovate the recently 
acquired former Mansonic Lodge. 
 
"These funds will improve necessary 
infrastructure systems and build local 
capacity for economic development," said Department of Commerce Director, Rogers Weed. "The 
infusion of dollars into these rural communities will help bolster them through this economic 
recession."  
 
The department awarded a total of $11 million in federal Community Development Block Grants 
grants to 15 cities and counties to improve rural community water, sewer and street systems; 
housing rehabilitation, fire protection and community facilities, according to a department press 
release. The 15 projects were selected from 36 grant applications requesting over $30 million. 
 
The city of Bridgeport received a $1 million grant for wastewater treatment facility improvements. 
 
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development reduced annual CDBG funding by 13.8 
percent in 2012 to small cities and rural counties. Larger cities and counties receive their own 
entitlement funding directly from HUD.  
 
Since 1982, the state CDBG program has awarded more than $446 million in grants to over 1,200 
locally prioritized community development projects. 
 
In May, the city of Chelan received a $24,000 grant to plan the expansion of the library. 
 
The city will use the grant to collect information from residents regarding what features they want 
in their library. 
 
The planning process will include several meetings designed to get citizen input on the specifics of 
the new library. 
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While some cities are closing their libraries, Chelan's library circulation has increased 182 percent, 
rising from 39,879 in 2006 to 72,449 in 2010, according to library officials. The library's youth 
Summer Reading Program exploded since 2006, increasing from 45 participants to more than 256 
last summer. 
 
Every day, 60 to 80 people use the library's computers, and the library is open 49 hours a week, 
Monday through Saturday. 
 
While North Central Regional Library provides the books and other materials, the city is 
responsible for providing the building. 
 
The library building on Bradley Street is not large enough for the needs of the community, much 
less expected future uses, officials said. 
 
Because the building lacks adequate exiting, the fire marshal has limited the building occupancy to 
49 people. 
NCRL recently removed some of the books and computer stations due to inadequate space. Also, the 
entrance and restrooms are not accessible to patrons with handicaps. 
 
City personnel will work with the Library Advisory Board and the Chelan Friends of the Public 
Library to access the needs of the community and inform the public about the possibilities for the 
library. They hope to accomplish this in the next three or four months. 
 
At a recent meeting, city council members were unanimous in their support of improving and 
expanding the library.  
 
Anyone interested in expressing an opinion should attend the meetings that will be announced in 
the future. 


