
 
 

 
 
 

 

Chelan readies for new public library 

by K.C. Mehaffey 
Oct. 24, 2013, 9:56 a.m. 

 

The old Masonic Temple is now the new Chelan library. The library will open Saturday with 
a Halloween carnival and on Monday for normal business. 

CHELAN — When community leaders cut the ribbon on the new $1.4 million Chelan Public 
Library next Friday, they’ll be opening the doors to more books, more specialized areas, 
and more public computers. 

And, some say, to one of the most important gathering spots in Chelan. 

“I don’t particularly consider it a library. There are books there, but it’s more of a 
community center,” said Mayor Bob Goedde. 

“I think of this as the most important civic project for this community in modern times,” 
added Gary Sterner, president of the Chelan Friends of the Public Library. “It’s for 
everyone, regardless of your income or race or age. We don’t have very many places for 
people to gather and learn and get information at no cost.” 
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In a fundraising effort that at first seemed daunting, the group raised $300,000 for the 
project, and won a nearly $490,000 Community Development Block Grant. 

The city kicked in $120,000 from its general fund, and also won a $4,000 grant from the 
Community Foundation of North Central Washington. 

The building is not new. It’s the old Chelan Masonic Temple at 216 N. Emerson St., where 
the upstairs space has yet to be renovated for other uses. 

“I think it’s really good that we’ve been able to recycle this building,” said city 
administrator Paul Schmidt. “It’s starting a new life,” he said. 

On the first floor, the 7,000-square-foot library is more than double the size of the former 
library, a city-owned building at 417 S. Bradley St. 

That means one event at the library won’t preclude the library from serving patrons at the 
same time, said Gloria Groves, Chelan’s senior librarian. 

It means older children and teenagers won’t have to sort through adult novels to find age-
appropriate fiction, she said. 

It means volunteers won’t have to fight for workspace for processing books, and can do 
their work away from the hubbub of library activities. 

And it means a quiet reading room for those who want the old-fashioned library 
experience, and a stage with a projector and screen for readings and presentations. 

Groves said the North Central Regional Library purchased new bookshelves, and provided 
12 public-use computers, up from seven. 

She said lots of people have told her how happy they are that the city saved the old Masonic 
Temple, where they many people remember using for dance lessons, preschool, or 
Rainbow Girls. 

“For me, the most exciting part is that this was all initiated by patrons and the city of 
Chelan,” she said. “I think that’s just an amazing thing. It’s the people who use the library 
who said, ‘We need a bigger and better library,’ and they made it happen.” 

Sterner said three groups — the Chelan Rotary, the North Cascades National Bank and Rio 
Tinto, the mining company cleaning up Holden Mine — contributed more than $25,000, 
and got naming rights to three of the rooms. A woman who wishes to remain anonymous 
contributed significantly more, he said. 

About $100,000 of the Friends’ funding will go to help furnish the new space. 



 
 

Sterner said Chelan Friends of the Public Library started looking several years ago at 
finding a larger space. And when the Masonic Temple became available, the community 
came out in full support. 

He said libraries have long been key gathering spots. Their importance has expanded in the 
computer age, providing the Internet to everyone from students who don’t have one at 
home, to visitors who want to check their email. During Hurricane Katrina, he said, people 
used their libraries to find out how to apply for aid to rebuild their communities. 

No one knows what libraries will offer in the future, he said, adding, “I think they’re going 
to have even more importance, perhaps, than they do now.” 

 


